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to prevent the approach of his small detachments of light
horse to disturb the troops that will  be employed in the

To answer these purposes I desire that you will immediately
detach a body of his Highness's cavalry of any number that you
may judge advisable, and under the command of such chiefs as
you may think qualified for executing the service, into the open
country to the north-west of the present encampment, with
orders to drive the enemy's small parties from the neighbour-
hood of the army and to intercept everything going to or com-
ing out of Seringapatam on the roads leading to it from Cora-
patam and Treagunga.

Tippoo was by the last accounts at a great distance from
hence with the main body of his army, and there is no reason
to believe that there is at present any considerable body of his
cavalry near our front; but whatever the situation of the enemy
may be, the detached corps should leave its heavy baggage with
the army, and move into the country as lightly equipped as pos-
sible, which will enable it either to avoid with facility any de-
tachments of the enemy that may be furnished with infantry and
guns, or to attack them with success if a favourable opportu-
nity should offer, and if it should at any time be pressed by
superior numbers it will find perfect security in falling back to
the army.

I shall order further detachments to be made as the army ad-
vances ; and I think it right at the same time to state to you that
it is only by their own activity and exertions that it will be pos-
sible for the cavalry under your command to procure forage for
their horses or subsistence for themselves, and that to continue,
as has hitherto been the practice, to encamp with their followers
in the rear of the line of infantry, would certainly occasion
great distress to the whole army and ruin to the cause in which
we are engaged.

I must likewise request that you will take effectual measures
to restrain the troops under your eommand from insulting or
forcing sentries belonging to the English regiments, and to
oblige not only the cavalry, but also the baggage and followers,
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